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WELCOME

Fremantle travelled to South Aftica

in January this year for a once

in a lifetime experience. The 25
players and 19 coaches, support
staff'and officials undertook a ten

day trip that included a range of
community and football development
activities in the North West Province
culminating in an exhibition game
against Carlton at SuperSport Patk
in Pretoria on 2 February.

Nkwe Director Mr Sharif Pandor
with Paul Hasleby and Mark
Harvey
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remantle is one of four AFL clubs

allocated game development regions

within South Africa. The club’s North
West Province currently has around 3,500
registered participants of Australian Rules football
through the junior participation programme,
FootyWild (South African equivalent to Auskick).

The players who made the trip were Paul
Hasleby, Byron Schammer, Brett Peake, Matthew
Carr, Clayton Hinkley, Des Headland, Antoni
Grover, Ryan Crowley, David Mundy, Rhys
Palmer, Chris Tarrant, Adam Campbell, Steven
Dodd, Chris Mayne, Daniel Gilmore, Ryan
Murphy, Kepler Bradley, Marcus Drum, Aaron
Sandilands, Jeff Farmer, Garrick Ibbotson, Brent
Connelly, Michael Johnson, Paul Duffield, Josh
Head and Roger Hayden.

The team departed Perth International Airport
on Sunday 27 January and after a twelve hour
flight arrived in Johannesburg at 6:50pm that
evening, staying overnight in Johannesburg
before travelling the two and a half hours by bus
to Potchefstroom in the heart of the North West
Province, the team’s base for the next three days.

After arriving and checking into the local hotel,
the team completed a conditioning and recovery
session at the High Performance Institute of Sport
followed by a reception held by the North West
Provincial Government to officially welcome the
club to South Africa and the province.

It was at this reception that the club announced
Nkwe Platinum Limited as the club’s principle
partner in the North West Province, together with
other new partners Continental Capital Limited and

Air Mauritius who will join with Fremantle for its
development activities in South Africa. Following
the formalities of the official reception, a group of
local dancers gave an impromptu performance for
the players and coaches.

Tuesday brought an early morning visit to
the Thakaneng Centre for street kids and, after
a one hour visit with the children of the centre,
the team then moved on for a tour through the
Potchefstroom Regional Correctional Facility in
what was truly an eye-opening, first-hand view
of conditions inside this local medium/maximum
security prison.

After lunch the players conducted a footy clinic
with over 800 children in the Tkageng Township
on the outskirts of Potchefstroom. The group
then walked through the township to view living
conditions and meet residents. A weights and
recovery session at the High Performance Institute

of Sport concluded what was a full day of activities.

Wednesday morning saw the coaches and
strength and conditioning staff conduct an
educational training and testing session with
twenty local players before the players and
coaches conducted another footy clinic at the
nearby Promosa Township.

At 6:00pm the team held a full team training
session at the Military Base fields and were joined
by six selected local players who enjoyed their
opportunity to train with the team while a group of
local players watched training from the stands.

Thursday brought an end to the team’s stay in
Potchefstroom with an early morning departure by
bus for Johannesburg where the team was based

for the remaining days of the visit in the lead-up
to the game in Pretoria. After settling into their
Johannesburg hotel, the travelling party left for
what could only be described as a very moving
visit to Cotlands, an orphanage for HIV positive
children in Turffontein. The centre receives no
government assistance and, before leaving, the
club and players made donations to the centre to
assist their terrific work for these children. A two
hour bus trip to Pretoria followed for the official
reception for Fremantle, Carlton and distinguished
guests at the Australian High Commission as a
prelude to Saturday’s match.

The travelling party visited the Apartheid
Museum early on Friday morning for an emotional
experience viewing the exhibits and gaining
understanding of the history of racial segregation
in South Africa that was followed by a tour
through Soweto. The team completed its training
session at SuperSport Park, Pretoria at 6:30pm
on Friday evening.

Saturday was game day and the team arrived at
SuperSport Park at 5:30pm. A strong performance
by the young team delivered a 14 point win that
was followed by unique post match celebrations
that saw a performance by a Zulu choir,
presentations to the players by the children from
Cotlands and the players joining the children in
the crowd for a farewell to South Africa.

Sunday brought a well earned rest day at Sun
City and a twilight safari through Pilansberg
nature reserve before a lunch time departure for
the three hour bus ride back to Johannesburg for
the return nine hour flight back to Perth.
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‘ Story and photos: Keith Black
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Aaron Sandilands thanks i
thelchildren and staff

at Thakaneng for their
hospitality and a great
morning
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Kepler Bradley gives this youngster
a helping hand reaching for a mark
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